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“It” is Cross Rail Chicago. 
 
This concept would “upgrade existing assets to create a high-capacity, passenger-dedicated 
(railroad) mainline to and through Chicago,” says Richard Harnish, executive director, Mid-
west High Speed Rail (MHSRA). 
 
It starts with electrified express trains linking O’Hare to Union Station, McCormick Place, and the 
University of Chicago. 
 
It includes cross-town commuter trains linking the south suburbs to the northwest suburbs. 
It is the foundation for high-speed rail and more than $13.8 billion in economic impacts in Chicago. 
 
A 12-page brochure outlines the concept.  (The brochure is available by contacting MHSRA in 
writing at 4765 N. Lincoln Ave., Chicago, IL 60625; by calling the 23-year-old association at 
773-334-6758, by emailing Dylan@JustBuildIt.org,or by visiting CrossRailChicago.org) 
 
The concept is based on the belief that “nothing beats being there in person.” 
 
Hoosiers Waste Time 
On Long, Tedious Drives 
 
Cross Rail Chicago could eliminate long, dangerous, tedious drives in winter months along I-65 
from Indianapolis north to Northwest Indiana/Chicago.   So jump on the train when visiting rela-
tives this holiday season.  Jump on the train when following professional, college, or youth sports 
teams this winter. Jump on the train when visiting Chicago tourist attractions over Christmas or 
New Year’s. Jump on the train when meeting with business associates out-of-state.   (continued) 

“Just Build It,” Says MHSRA Official 
By Dylan Hayward and Donald Yehle 
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(“Just Build It” continued from page 1)  
While we need to pay attention to the condition of high-
way bridges and crumbling highways, dollars spent there 
won’t speed up travel for Midwesterners in bad weather.  
Hoosiers have the No. 1 rated airport in the country 
(Indianapolis International), but airlines aren’t provided 
regional air service.  “We need safe, fast, frequent, and 
dependable trains to accomplish improved mobility in the 
Midwest,” says Harnish. 
 
More train frequencies on the Hoosier State corridor won’t 
occur until rail infrastructure improvements are made.  Until 
the condition of the train station in Indianapolis is improved, 
many people who otherwise would ride the rails will shy away 
and continue driving I-65, he continues. 
 
Transportation policy makers in Indianapolis and elsewhere in 
the Midwest see the potential of trains.  Cross Rail Chicago 
seeks to add a degree of like-
minded planning that would 
allow trains to better connect 
with the regional rail net-
work.  People living in Indiana 
and eight other Midwestern 
states would benefit.  Patrons 
of Amtrak, Chicago Metra, 
and the South Shore Railroad 
would benefit.  Individuals 
traveling from O’Hare to Indi-
ana would better be able to 
get to and through Chicago, 
as well.  (See related page 5 
story on passenger-dedicated 
mainline to and through Chi-
cago.) 
 

Spider-like Rail Network 
Envisioned by MHSRA 
 
Amtrak trains that would run 
faster to and through Chicago 
are part of the Cross Rail Chi-
cago vision.  Extension of the 
South Shore Line from 
Hammond to Dyer is part of 
it, as is lessening the time it 
takes to travel between Chi-
cago and Indianapolis on the 
Hoosier State corridor.  More 
frequent crosstown Metra 
service, airport express Metra 
trains from Union Station, 
and upgrades to three Metra 
routes that see little freight 
traffic are included in the vi-

sion.  They combine to form the spider-like rail map shown 
below, Harnish says.  
 
Inconvenient rail connections make crosstown trips chal-
lenging in Chicago – not to mention connectivity to other 
train services.  Millions do ride trains in Chicago.  Thou-
sands more would ride the existing rail smorgasbord once 
the regional network is improved.  Countless new trip com-
binations would be possible.  Hoosiers would choose rail to 
avoid highway congestion on I-65, the Dan Ryan, Eisen-
hower, and Kennedy Expressways.  Rail transit to O’Hare 
would be improved.  CTA and PACE buses would be rede-
ployed to help individuals travel the “final mile(s).”  Of 
great importance, south suburban residents would better 
be able to reach “job-rich suburbs along the I-90 corridor,” 
the executive director says. 
(continued)   
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This map shows the cities and communi-
ties connected to O’Hare within a 250 mile 
radius.  (Map courtesy of MHSRA.) 



(“Just Build It” continued from page 2)  

$13.8 Billion in Sales 
Expected from Effort 
 
The single most important reason to 
take Cross Rail Chicago from the draw-
ing table to fruition are $13.8 billion of 
additional sales in Chicagoland.  A true 
high speed rail network connecting 
eight major cities would generate those 
dollars while providing 609,000 con-
struction “job years,” an economic de-
velopment study shows.  Annual gaso-
line savings would be 760 million gal-
lons.  Three billion in travel time cost 
would be realized.  CO2 reductions 
would be 3.3 million tons. 
 
Along with this foundation for high speed rail, use of 
O’Hare International Airport would grow as trains would 
feed more passengers to long-distance flights.  People liv-
ing in the suburbs could park at the airport to catch a train.  
The Chicago-area convention industry would become more 
competitive as trains would be moving individuals to 
McCormick Place, Harnish explains. 
 
Visitors to Cook County spent $21.1 billion, generating $15 
billion in state and local taxes in 2013.  (Listen up Indiana:  
How many more tourism dollars and tax dollars would be real-
ized if the Hoosier State corridor had multiple trains daily 
south to Cincinnati and north to Chicago?  A well-developed, 
Cross Rail Chicago plan would bring people from eight other 
Midwestern states to the Hoosier State as the highway sys-
tem now does on a much more limited basis.) 
 
“It’s all about getting people out of their automobiles and 
onto trains,”  says the MHSRA.  
 

Train Service Levels 
Rise Sharply w/Plan 
 
METRA CITY – Trains every 10-15 minutes all day, all stops, 
operates through the Loop, lower fares. 
 
METRA SUBURBAN AND SOUTH SHORE RAILROAD – Trains 
every 30-60 minutes, skip most in-city stops, terminates 
downtown, medium fares. 
 
AIRPORT EXPRESS – Trains every 15-30 minutes, limited 
stops, operates through the Loop, higher fares. 
 
AMTRAK AND HIGH SPEED RAIL – Varied schedules, limited 
stops, some operate through the Loop, some timed to con-
nect with Express Trains, higher fares. 
 

Riders would use tap-on, tap-off Ventra cards.  Level 
boarding would aid wheelchair users, bike riders, passen-
gers with luggage, and speed up boarding for all.  Integrat-
ing schedules and additional service on Metra, Pace, and 
the CTA would greatly improve the regional transit net-
work, continues the MHSRA executive director. 
 

Infrastructure Projects 
Widespread, Significant 
 

“City, Express, and high speed rail would share two 
new tracks between O’Hare and Tower A-5 (five 
miles from downtown) 

“Freight would have a parallel track to these suburban 
lines. 

“Galewood and Elmwood Park would experience a rail-
road relocation. 

“Thirteen highway crossings would be separated either 
over or under train tracks, including at Harlem and 
Grand. 

“Two flyovers at Tower A-2 and Tower A-5 would be 
needed to increase capacity and improve reliability.   

“The St. Charles Airline would be rebuilt with two or 
three electrified tracks and direct access to Union 
Station. 

“The Metra Electric District would be rebuilt to modern 
standards for shared use by city, suburban, ex-
press and high speed rail. 

“Freight would continue to use two parallel tracks,” 
Harnish says. 

 

Larger Railroad Station 
Contemplated for O’Hare  
 
Chicagoans know three major construction projects are in 
progress at O’Hare, including a new parking garage, consoli-
dated rental car facility, and a bus station. 
(continued) 
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A Metra train uses the Englewood Flyover. (Photo courtesy of MHSRA.) 



(“Just Build It” continued from page 3) The bus station will wel-
come regional buses, hotel shuttle vans, and Pace Buses.  
 
Cross Rail Chicago would build a larger railroad station to al-
low trains from all directions to serve the airport; eventually, 
airport express trains would serve terminals directly. 
 

Track Reconfiguration 
Planned for Union Station 
 

Three entities – Amtrak, Chicago Department of Transportation, 
and Metra – “are preparing a reconfiguration of the concourse 
and platform areas that will facilitate through-running trains.   
 
“Cross Rail Chicago wants future electrification be included in 
the designs,” the executive director says. 
 
Instead of today’s ‘rat maze’ at Union Station, an open con-
course would be planned.  Instead of narrow platforms, look 
for an above-ground concourse.  Through platforms would 
replace unusable through tracks, he continues. 
 

Cross Rail Chicago’s  
Price tag is $3.9 Billion  
 

Capital costs for MHSRA’s concept is a hefty $3,904,000,000.  
“It’s very phase-able because it is a collection of many pro-
jects which have independent utility,” Harnish says. 
 
Below are the proposed projects, grouped by segment.  
Expansion of Union Station, a new train station at O’Hare, 
the A-2 Flyer, and the 16th Street Connector – McCormick 
Place to Union Station – are the most important projects. 
 
O’Hare Station --- $50 million. 
 
O’Hare to Tower B12 (located 12 miles from downtown) -- 
$345 million. 

Purchase 5 miles of ROW 
Construct two electrified mainline tracks 
Replace 3 stations 
Separate one highway crossing 

 
Tower B12 to Union Station/Ogilvie -- $1.534 billion  

Reconstruct 3 existing mainline tracks and add fourth 
Electrify two mainline tracks 
A-5 Flyover 
Replace 8 stations 
Separate 13 highway crossings 

 
A2 Flyover (including impact on seven Metra Routes) -- $175 million 
 
Grand total for O’Hare to West Loop projects is $2.104 billion. 
 
Union Station through tracks -- $200 million (continued) 
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                                              Present Ridership     Potential 

Direct Impacts 

Airport Express 0 2,000,000 

Metra crosstown traffic 0 1,900,000 

Metra Electric 9,416,000 10,357,600 

Metra Milwaukee District North 7,237,000 7,960,700 

Metra Milwaukee District West 6,946,000 7,640,600 

Metra North Central 1,817,000 1,998,700 

Metra Rock Island 8,544,000 9,398,400 

Metra Union Pacific West 8,423,000 9,265,300 

NICTD South Shore 3,614,000 3,975,400 

Amtrak Champaign/Carbondale 315,000 346,500 

Amtrak St. Louis 634,000 1,707,000 

Amtrak Milwaukee 800,000 4,532,000 

Amtrak Detroit/Grand Rapids/Lansing 769,349 3,151,411 

48,515,349 64,233,611 

                                           Present Ridership         Potential 

Extensions 

O’Hare – Elgin 0 4,704,000 

Elgin – Rockford 0 1,410,000 

Champaign extension 0 2,169,002 

Metra Southeast Service 0 5,236,000 

NICTD West Lake 0 1,568,000 

Amtrak Indianapolis/Cincinnati 37,000 1,707,000 
  

Indirect Impacts 

Metra Union Pacific North3 9,328,000 10,260,800 

Metra Union Pacific Northwest3 11,609,00
0 

12,769,900 

  

Core Express High Speed Rail 

Milwaukee/Madison/St. Paul 0 15,884,000 

Toledo/Detroit/Cleveland 0 12,260,000 

Springfield/St. Louis 0 7,904,000 

Indianapolis/Cincinnati 0 7,226,000  



(“Just Build It” continued from page 2)  
Another $300 million needed for station expansion. 
 
16th Street Connector – Needed for St. Louis 110 MPH project 
-- $825 million  

New connection to St. Charles Airline 
16th Street Flyover 
Electrify 2 tracks 
Replace 16 bridges 

 
McCormick Place/Michael Reese Station complex -- $50 million 
 
Grand total for 16th Street Connector projects is $875 million. 
 
Metra Electric Upgrades -- $725 million 

Reconstruct existing mainline tracks 
Modernize electrification and signalizing 
Upgrade stations  

 
Total = $3.904 billion (estimates last updated, May 2016) 
 

Estimated Annual Ridership 

Many existing and proposed routes would be impacted by 
Cross Rail. Each route/segment has been studied separately, 
which fails to provide a clear picture of the power of a coordi-
nated system. Together, these projects will generate more 
ridership, revenue and benefits than any of them can yield 
independently, the MHSRA says. 

Estimates offered (see chart on page 4) illustrate the potential impact 
of Cross Rail. A more detailed analysis is needed, Harnish says.   

 

Toronto, Denver Best Examples 
Of Successful New Rail Projects 
 

 Toronto has its Union Express to Pearson airport. 

 Denver has its new airport shuttle from Union Station. 

 Portland has a light rail extension to its airport. 

 Florida is building a Miami-Orlando passenger route. 

 Detroit is building a 3.3 mile circulating streetcar. 

 Cincinnati launched this year a streetcar system.  

Cross Rail Chicago could be the highest impact transportation 
project in the Midwest, serving high-frequency local com-
muter trains, dedicated airport express trains and high-speed 
intercity trains. All of which would run on a high-capacity cor-
ridor through Chicago and Cook County, connecting to 

McCormick Place, Union Station and O’Hare airport. 
 
The increased capacity will permit more frequent service on 
passenger rail routes serving Chicago. It will also create direct 
access to O’Hare airport from hundreds of cities and commu-
nities around the Midwest. 
 
Cross Rail also provides the foundation for a Midwest high-
speed rail network. Most high-speed train systems across the 
world feature trains travelling at speeds up to 220 mph on 
dedicated tracks in the countryside, and at reduced speeds on 
conventional tracks in the cities. With Chicago at the center of 
the network, Cross Rail will provide an access point for high-
speed trains and Amtrak trains coming from all over the Mid-
west. 
 
Throughout the Midwest there is a growing movement de-
manding fast, frequent and dependable train. Cross Rail Chi-
cago is the key to making this vision a reality. Please encour-
age your elected officials to support Cross Rail Chicago by 
clicking this link. 

It’s early January 2017.  You’re 18 years old, and from over-
seas.  You’ve just cleared customs at O’Hare International 
Airport.  Having grown up in Asia (or Europe), where rail 
transportation reigns, you nervously look for a train.  You 
need transportation to Purdue University, just 140 miles 
away.  Such a train doesn’t exist – at least not from O’Hare. 
 
The Midwest High Speed Rail Association (MHSRA) wants 

to change this pic-
ture.  Three years 
ago, they formally 
announced Cross 
Rail Chicago – a con-
cept to upgrade ex-
isting (rail) assets to 
create a high-
capacity, passenger-
dedicated mainline 
to and through Chi-
cago.  Says Richard 
Harnish, “We are 
determined to offer 
Purdue students a 
comfortable seat on 
one train all the way 
to Chicago.”  (cont’d) 
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MHSRA Pushes Passenger-
Dedicated Mainline through 
Chicago to Indiana 
By Donald Yehle 

Advocates Asked to Contact 
Elected Officials to Support 
Cross Rail Chicago Initiative 
By Dylan Hayward, Midwest High Speed Rail 

Governor-Elect Eric Holcomb (at left, 
rear) attended the June celebration of 
the Hoosier State in Lafayette.    

http://org.salsalabs.com/o/2228/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=20702


(“MHSRA Pushes Passenger-Dedicated Mainline” continued 
from page 5) For now, here’s the only rail option for those 
traveling from O’Hare to Lafayette: 
 
To connect with the Hoosier State or the Cardinal at Union 
Station, take the CTA Blue Line, which operates around 
the clock from O’Hare.  Since the Blue Line originates at 
O’Hare, seats are plentiful and there’s always room for 
your luggage.  It’s a one hour ride to Chicago Union Station 
(arriving at the Clinton St. stop two blocks south).  Amtrak 
operates one daily train from Union Station in downtown 
Chicago to Lafayette’s Riehle Depot.  The passenger rail 
service runs southbound once a day, departing at 5:45 p.m.     
 
Before choosing the connecting train option to West Lafayette 
– and until there are multiple trains both ways along the Hoosier 
State corridor – O’Hare passengers like our 18-year-old student 
have only two other transportation options.  Some take the 
Reindeer Shuttle – seriously – while others ride Express Air 
Coach.  Purdue University has its own airport, but commercial 
jet service is no longer offered.  Few folks are willing to pay 
the dollars for travel to West Lafayette on a privately-owned 
airplane.  If you don’t know your way or are from overseas 
without a U.S. driver’s license, renting an automobile isn’t an 
option.  
 
Our soon-to-be-enrolled Purdue student and others need 
fast, frequent, dependable, affordable, and safe rail to and 
through Chicago.  America’s reputation is called into ques-
tions, say the parents, who over the next four to five years 
will pump thousands of dollars into their child’s education.  
Every time their child travels to the United States, they ask 
the same question:  Why isn’t there is a railroad from one 
of the world’s biggest airports to one of the world’s most 
reputable universities?  
 
Especially for first-time O’Hare arrivals, students are nervous 
enough.  There are high expectations from parents to be suc-
cessful in the classroom.  Then they’re dealing with the pres-
sures of the following adjustments -- finding and fitting into a 
new community; meeting new roommates with whom you’ve 
only met on social media; registering for classes; purchasing 
books; buying groceries, and coming to grips with being on a 
campus with more than 40,000 students from 130 countries 
and 50 states.  Do students also need the trial of a difficult trip 
to West Lafayette? 
 
In time, international students will pick up on the talk of add-
ing train frequencies between Chicago and Lafayette.  For 
sure, students will question why America’s passenger rail sys-
tem is light years behind what they’re accustomed to in 
Europe or Asia.  For instance, a Hong Kong passenger knows it 
takes one hour to travel between downtown and their inter-
national airport – and they know you can check luggage at a 
downtown train station for a flight to Seattle and eventually 

to middle America.  Such a trip can include a courtesy bus, a 
rapid train ride to the airport, and without suit cases, a quicker 
trip through security to your airplane gate.  
 
The Indiana Passenger Rail Alliance (IPRA) hasn’t publicly en-
dorsed the MWHSR concept for moving people by rail to and 
through Chicago.  “Cross Rail Chicago is worthy of study and of 
IPRA taking a position,” says Steve Coxhead, IPRA president. 
 
Indiana’s rail issues mirror some of what Cross Rail is address-
ing.  Chicagoland’s rail infrastructure needs improving, as 
does ours.  Our Chicago friends want and need more train fre-
quencies and higher speeds.  One difference is Indiana is look-
ing for “incremental” speed improvements on passenger rail 
tracks, with little thought of high speed rail.  Understand Indi-
ana’s western rail corridor between Chicago and Indianapolis 
allows passenger trains to operate at a top speed of 59, while 
only averaging 39 mph, Coxhead continues. 
 
A Purdue University graduate, Coxhead can identify with future 
Boilermakers who want to easily travel from O’Hare to West La-
fayette.  “This is a big deal for America’s heartland.  It’s sound 
doctrine.  I would liken it to an airplane passenger landing at Mil-
waukee’s Billy Mitchell field and jumping on an Amtrak train to 
downtown Milwaukee (as is now possible),” he adds. 
 
What’s most important is Harnish and his organization 
have a plan, which is on paper.  As Indiana has a viable pub-
lic/private partnership to improve the Hoosier State, Cross 
Rail Chicago wants to see multiple local, (continued)  

PAGE 6: ALL ABOARD INDIANA         DECEMBER 2016 

http://www.amtrakvacations.com/vacation/new-york-city-ultimate-getaway/?booksource=c6b430ce-01c9-4608-bee7-b6b12700f76e&utm_source=Bluehornet&utm_medium=Email&utm_campaign=AVDirect11.1.16


(“MHSRA Pushes Passenger-Dedicated Mainline” contin-
ued from page 6)  regional, and state agencies working 
together to achieve goals leading to faster, more frequent, 
and more dependable trains, with less time wasted on 
highways.  MHSRA works with IPRA and others on bringing 
dramatic improvements to the Hoosier State so the dream 
will be realized of a seven-day, multiple frequency, state-
sponsored passenger train along the 196-mile rail corridor 
between Chicago and Indianapolis.  
 
(For those unfamiliar with the Hoosier State, it operates 
southbound from Chicago Union Station on Sunday, Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday nights.  The Hoosier State departs 
Indianapolis on Sundays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays.  
Amtrak’s Cardinal operates evenings from the Windy City on 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday; it leaves Indianapolis on 
Mondays, Thursdays, and Saturdays.  Evening departure for 
both trains is 5:45 p.m. CST; morning departure time from 
Indianapolis is 6 a.m. EST.)   
 
Those two trains are examples of the rail network needing 
to connect with Cross Rail Chicago – “the core of a regional 
network,” Harnish explains.  They would serve a highly 
productive, multi-purpose corridor that, in the case of Indi-
ana, could begin at O’Hare, travel all the way to and 
through Chicago, extending through Dyer, Rensselaer, 
Lafayette, and Crawfordsville, ultimately arriving at down-
town Indianapolis. 

With Federal approval for general operations in the 
United States, eight diesel multiple (DMU) rail vehicles 
are being designed and built for use on the 27-mile rail 
commuter rail corridor connecting the City of Fort 
Worth, Texas, with the northern terminus of the Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport. 
 
“Indiana should start looking for a train of this type 
for use on Hoosier State  corridor,” says Richard Har-
nish, executive director, Midwest High Speed Rail 
Association. 
 
German-based Stadler Bussnang AG is offering a more attrac-
tive, safer, and less expensive to operate train set, Harnish 
continues.   
 
“This consist will drive up revenue,” he says. 
 
The new low-floor vehicles are light weight and come with a 
powerful, yet silent diesel engine along with its electric trac-

tion motors, says the manufacturer.   
 
Additionally, vehicles are compliant with the American 
with Disabilities Act (ADA).  Enhancements include power-
ful air conditioning, passenger information systems, and 
video surveillance.  Spacious interiors allow for wheel-
chairs, strollers, and bicycles. 
 
When operational in 2018, the Fort Worth Transportation Au-
thority expects average daily ridership of 10,000 in its initial 
year.  There be 10 stops on the TEX Rail line.  Cost for the 
eight units will be $106 million, reports say.  
 

Winter is a great time to visit our Nation’s Capitol and if 
you go this month you can see the Christmas decora-
tions.  You will also avoid the throngs of tourists typical at 
other times of the year. The DC winters are mild and the 
train is the most reliable way to get there. That is because 
the airports lack snow removal equipment so they along 
with the rest of the City often shuts down at the mere 
threat of a snow event. 
 
I got a great rate at the Comfort Inn on 13th Street NW 
near Mass Avenue although the Washington Plaza and 
Beacon House Hotels are also excellent. All 3 are a bargain 
this time of year. 
 
Don't miss the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture.  It is at 14th Street and Con-
stitution Avenue.  It just opened. The Smithsonian Botani-
cal Garden is another must. All the Smithsonian Museums 

are free so don't 
miss the American 
History Museum, 
the Air and Space 
Museum, and the 
American Indian 
Museum. I had 
lunch at the latter. 
(The salmon was 
excellent.) The cafe 
features Native 
A m e r i c a n 
foods.  The Na-
tional Portrait Gal-
lery (Gallery Place-
Chinatown) is an-
other must. Have a 
nitrogen (cont’d) 
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Take the Cardinal to DC for a 
Bargain Get-Away 
By Bill Malcolm* 

Powerful, Silent Engines Drive 
Stadler’s DMU Rail Vehicles 
By Donald Yehle 

Washington, D.C.’s new Streetcar makes 
exploring the city even more appealing. 



(“Take the Cardinal to DC” continued from page 7) infused cof-
fee at nearby Compass Coffee. 
 
Then walk over to Union Station to hop the new (also free) DC 
Streetcar to explore the new trendy Northeast DC neighbor-
hood along H Street. 
 
The Logan Circle neighborhood also features a number of 
new interesting restaurants along 14th Street. 
 
For more local happenings the weekly City Paper.  
 
*Bill Malcolm works for a national association based in DC. He 
also writes “Round the Ripple” in the Broad Ripple Gazette and 
is a frequent contributor to The Eagle where he covers sports 
and travel. Portions of this story appeared in the latter publica-
tion. For more local happenings, see the weekly city paper. 

Smaller communities across our country are scrambling to 
address a noticeable trend in demographics.  Those who 
are paying attention have realized they are on the losing 
side of the equation as younger people are drawn to more 
urban areas.  It is often said that you are either moving 
forward or falling behind and that rings especially true for 
small to mid-sized communities today.  While this issue is 
complex and multi-dimensional two things are certain.  
We must find ways to keep young people anchored in 
our smaller communities and the availability of mass 
transit systems is very important to them.  
  
I am very fortunate to serve as Mayor of Crawfordsville 
and I am keenly aware that we need to plan for the future 
if we are to expect anything other than a population loss 
and eventual state of decline.  Crawfordsville fits squarely 
in the middle of this struggle with a population just under 
16,000 and a total county population of 38,000.  Despite 
positioning ourselves very well as a great place to retire 
and drawing a steady influx of retirees from around the 
nation, our total population hasn’t grown in decades.  This 
is simply because at the same time we were attracting one 
segment of the population, we were losing another at an 
alarming rate.  Upon completing their education, young 
people have been following the trend and migrating to 
more urban areas.  
 
We are not in this alone and it begs the question:  Why is 
this shift happening?  Of course, adequate employment 
opportunities are essential and that is nothing new.  What 

is new is the level of 
importance placed 
on quality of life or 
quality of place by 
younger genera-
tions.  Think of it 
this way.  Previous 
generations de-
cided where to 
work first and built 
a life in that loca-
tion secondly.  To-
day’s younger gen-
erations do this in 
reverse.  They in-
creasingly choose 
where they want to 
live and build a life 
first and then con-

sider employment options secondly.  This is clearly a new 
way of thinking and one we must come to terms with this 
in order to retain and attract young people who are start-
ing families and careers.  
 
One very important fact to keep in mind is that quality of 
place has a very dynamic definition.  The 22-year-old and 62-
year-old are very likely to define it differently and look for 
much different things in a community.  Thus enters the topic 
of mass transit and passenger rail.  It is important to recognize 
baby boomers and their children were raised to embrace the 
automobile while witnessing a decline of passenger rail in this 
country.  To many in this age group, passenger rail is a dead 
concept whose time has come and gone and they have carried 
that notion with them while serving in positions of leadership.  
However, the contrary is true of most young people, espe-
cially millennials.  They place much less emphasis on the auto-
mobile and a far greater importance on mass transit.  As a 
result, if communities our size are to compete and keep mil-
lennials from fleeing we need to understand the offerings 
they seek when choosing where to live.  Mass transit and pas-
senger rail are without a doubt high on that list.   
 
While not every community is fortunate to sit on a rail line 
those that do are wise to explore every option in pursuing 
passenger rail as an offering.  Make no mistake it is a huge 
undertaking with many factors stacked against them but 
times are changing and so is the attitude of our leaders.  
The incredibly fortunate who already have passenger rail 
must fight hard to make certain they retain and grow it as 
an offering.   
 
Our city has many exciting new projects underway that are 

designed to address the quality of place offerings neces-

sary to retain and attract young people.  These projects 

include urban trails, downtown parks, a downtown (cont’d) 
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Crawfordsville Mayor Believes 
Rail Key Factor in Keeping 
Millennials ‘At Home’ 
By Mayor Todd Barton, City of Crawfordsville 

Crawfordsville Mayor 
Todd Barton supports 
passenger rail. 



(“Crawfordsville Mayor Believes Rail Key” continued from 

page 8) hotel and a fusion center housing all our community 

growth entities.  However, it is all pulled together by the avail-

ability of daily train service.  Our ridership numbers for both 

the Hoosier State and the Cardinal have risen significantly 

the last few years confirming the importance of mass transit.  

Those communities recognizing and adapting to these shift-

ing views will be far ahead of those who don’t.  Fortunately, in 

the end, passenger rail faces an increasingly bright future as 

young people begin to replace their predecessor generations 

in positions of political power.   

WASHINGTON – Amtrak has reported exceptionally strong 
unaudited financial results for the fiscal year, which ended on 
September 30, 2016 (FY 2016), including an all-time un-
audited ticket revenue record of $2.14 billion, a $12 million 
increase over Fiscal Year 2015. 
 
The increased ticket revenue was fueled by a record 31.3 mil-
lion passengers on America’s Railroad® – nearly 400,000 
more than the previous year. This is the sixth consecutive year 
Amtrak has carried more than 30 million customers.   
 
The company covered 94 percent of its operating costs with 
ticket sales and other revenues, up from 92 percent the year 
before – a world-class performance for a passenger-carrying 
railroad.  Unaudited total revenue was a record $3.2 billion for 
FY 2016. In addition, Amtrak reported an unaudited operating 
loss of $227 million, a reduction of $78 million over last year, 
and the lowest operating loss since 1973.  Thanks in part to 
our strong performance, Amtrak was also able to make a net 
reduction in long-term debt of $71.4 million.            
 
“The results demonstrate the value we deliver to our custom-
ers and the vital role Amtrak plays in our nation’s transporta-
tion system,” said Amtrak Chairman of the Board Anthony 
Coscia. “We are off to another strong start for the new fiscal 
year and will provide a great travel experience for customers 
who choose Amtrak in the upcoming holiday season.” 
 
Several Amtrak services had record years in both ridership 
and revenue including the Northeast Regional (Boston-New 
York-Washington/Virginia), Pacific Surfliner (San Luis Obispo-
San Diego), Capitol Corridor (San Jose-Sacramento/Auburn), 
Keystone (New York-Philadelphia-Harrisburg) and Hiawatha 
(Milwaukee-Chicago) state-sponsored corridors, along with 
the California Zephyr (Chicago-Denver-San Francisco Bay). 
 

To boost ridership, Amtrak added cars to high-demand or 
sold-out trains. Amtrak also improved its on-time perform-
ance of trains and customer satisfaction scores, and offered 
new services such as allowing pets and bikes on trains. 
“More and more customers recognize Amtrak as a smarter 
way to travel,” said Amtrak President and CEO Wick 
Moorman. “We will continue to enhance the customer experi-
ence and strengthen our market position through invest-
ments such as next-generation high-speed rail for the North-
east Corridor, while at the same time remaining focused on 
running an efficient and effective company.” 
 
In August, Amtrak announced it will be investing nearly $2.5 
billion in new trainsets and infrastructure upgrades for the 
next generation of Acela Express. The new trainsets are ex-
pected to be operational beginning in 2021. The company is 
also going to make significant station improvements at Wash-
ington Union Station in Washington, D.C., and to create the 
Moynihan Station in New York City, along with other major 
station investments and developments in Philadelphia, Bos-
ton and Chicago. 

Indiana Passenger Rail Alliance—Steve Coxhead, Bill Mal-
colm, Phil Streby 

City of Crawfordsville—Mayor Todd Barton 
Cross Rail—Dylan Hayward 

All Aboard Indiana is a monthly publication of the Indiana Pas-

senger Rail Alliance (IPRA), formerly the Indiana High Speed 

Rail Association (INHSRA). 

To learn more about IPRA, visit 

www.indianahighspeedrail.org  

or contact us via USPS or email: 

Indiana Passenger Rail Alliance 

3951 North Meridian Street, Suite 100 

Indianapolis, IN 46208 

 

info@indianahighspeedrail.org 

IPRA President: Steven Coxhead 

Newsletter Editor: Donald Yehle 

 djyehle@gmail.com or 765-418-4097 

Newsletter Publisher: Shereen Vinke 

Crowne Plaza Union Station Indianapolis: Ask for discount 

100329414 and receive 12% off the best flexible rate. 
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